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DIVISION PAIRS ERROR  
MEMBER FOR COCKBURN — COMMENTS BY MINISTER FOR MENTAL HEALTH 

Statement 
HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: Tonight I want to deal with two quite separate matters. 
Firstly, I refer to a division that was called earlier this afternoon on the question of whether a new clause 75 
should be inserted into the Fines, Penalties and Infringement Notices Enforcement Amendment Bill 2012. At the 
time of the division there was a breakdown on my part in the normal understanding I have with the government 
Whip, which led to my recording two pairs under the “Ayes” and three pairs were under the “Noes”. I recorded 
Hon Robin Chapple and Hon Jon Ford, and the government Whip recorded Hon Col Holt, Hon Robyn 
McSweeney and Hon Simon O’Brien. I do not know how Hansard will deal with that issue, but I apologise to 
Hansard for creating a question in which it has two lists submitted, one of two people and one of three. I take full 
responsibility for this error in the procedure and make it very clear that Hon Col Holt, Hon Robyn McSweeney 
and Hon Simon O’Brien did not miss the division. The incongruity of having two unequal lists of pairs is an 
error caused entirely by me, and I apologise to the house.  
On another matter, I today had occasion to raise a point of order because I heard words from the Minister for 
Mental Health during debate on the Water Services Bill 2011 that I believe may have reflected badly on the 
character of a member in the Legislative Assembly; namely, the member for Cockburn. The words may have 
been meant to reflect badly on his character, but they may not have, so I understand the Chairman’s decision not 
to accept my point of order, because I was raising the point of order with respect to the standing orders that 
define how we refer to members of either this chamber or the other. I do not know what was the intention of the 
Minister for Mental Health. The words she used were words many people could have interpreted to reflect badly 
on the character of the member for Cockburn. If the Minister for Mental Health did not intend to reflect badly on 
him, I would counsel her to use her words more carefully rather than use words that could be open to that 
interpretation. If she did intend to reflect badly on the member for Cockburn, I suggest she does so more plainly 
in words that can be understood by all who may be listening. If a member wishes to criticise another member of 
Parliament, it is important to do so with all due respect to the standing orders, in a respectful way and therefore 
not breach the standing orders. That is my personal view. I think it takes a degree of courage to stand up and 
criticise another member in a plain and understandable way when a member decides that that is necessary. I 
certainly would not recommend that members do that lightly or out of habit. But if they have something to say 
that is critical of a member, it is better for them to use plain language so there is no ambiguity for those who may 
be listening to the words and trying to understand exactly what they mean to say.  

The Minister for Mental Health has every opportunity, including this evening, to make clear what her intentions 
were. Did she intend to reflect badly on the character of the member for Cockburn or was she using words that 
could be interpreted that way but she did not mean to reflect badly on the member for Cockburn? I would also 
suggest that the Minister for Mental Health should make her intentions very clear as to whether she meant to 
reflect badly on the member for Cockburn’s character.  
I have had the good fortune of getting to know the member for Cockburn quite well over the years, both before 
and since we entered Parliament. I would recommend members developing a friendship with the member for 
Cockburn because I find him to be a man of exceptional honesty, courage and good character. I certainly enjoy 
his friendship and the time I spend with him. I think it is very important to get to know people directly. It is 
better in life to rely on what we see and hear with our own eyes and ears rather than listen to rumours that might 
circulate from time to time. Direct information is always more informative. I am delighted to count the member 
for Cockburn as a friend. I am very pleased that I have shared much of my life with him and have come to 
understand his exceptional courage and honesty. It would always be inappropriate for somebody to be critical of 
his character because he is a man of such excellent character.  
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